Message
From The Patron
It was with the greatest pleasure that I acceded to the request
of the Bahamas Press Club to be Patron of this historic event
in which, I believe for the first time, fellow journalists and others involved with publishing are being so honoured by a national association of Bahamian journalists and associates.
I should like, first of all, to congratulate the organizers of the Bahamas Press Club not only for this event but
for succeeding with the establishment of what looks to be an association of media people that will stand
the test of time. It was a need long crying out to be filled.
The importance – no, the indispensability – of a free press to a democratic society has been universally
recognized, and we have been fortunate to have had throughout the development of our democracy a free
press in the hands of talented and courageous Bahamian sons and daughters.
I believe that the Bahamas Press Club can play an important role in improving the standard of journalism
in both print and electronic media, promoting public respect for the profession and its practitioners, and
also in serving as a bulwark for the defence of press freedom in The Bahamas. To these ends I wish the
organization every success.
I should also like to congratulate and thank those who are being honoured at this event – Eileen Dupuch
Carron, Kenneth Francis (posthumously), Wendall Jones, Broadcasting Corporation of The Bahamas
(ZNS), Henry Saunders, Silbert Mills and Anthony Ferguson – all of whom I know or knew. Perhaps I will
be forgiven for making special mention of my proud association with Mrs. Carron and her distinguished
father, Sir Etienne Dupuch, who initiated me into the profession.
With very best wishes,
Arthur A. Foulkes
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Message

From The President
It is with esteemed pleasure that I welcome and thank all of
you for participating in this inaugural honours event of the Bahamas Press Club – the Pioneer Awards. These
people are the foundation upon which modern journalism in The Bahamas is built.
When we look at the structure and performance of governments today, the more we are inclined to believe
that the public’s right to know of decisions made in the people’s interest, remain paramount.
And, for that reason, we maintain that the various media houses, the journalists, broadcasters, photographers, videographers and all the support staff in their employ have a legitimate responsibility to be the
watchdogs for the vast majority who depend on and respect their vigilance.
Journalists and news organizations must be seen to be above reproach when exposing the perfidies of
people in government, and other public figures. They cannot be seen to be manipulative of the news in any
fashion and must vigorously guard against the subtle propaganda that business entities and special interest
groups may try to introduce as news.
For the most part journalists come to their respective organizations as qualified practitioners in the gathering, presentation and dissemination of news. Further, in many media organizations, there is the incentive for
continuous training and upward mobility. However, I encourage all media professionals to take advantage
of membership in the Bahamas Press Club, where ideas can be exchanged among peers, for further improvement in the delivery of news and related information.
In that regard, it is the intention of the Press club to arrange for the hosting of media workshops and seminars to upgrade and improve qualifications of the people who are charged with producing and presenting
the news.
Reporters today have come a long way from the pen and pad and the typewriter, when it could have taken
hours to produce a report. The technology that is now available can have stories available in
real-time, and that also applies to photography and videography. This means that greater
care must be taken for truth and accuracy.
Again, I congratulate the honourees for the trails they have blazed, and the joy and recognition they have brought to this noble profession.
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September 7th, 2014

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, I thank you all for coming. Although this may be new to some, it is
not novel. Over the many years in recent memory, dating back to the early 1970s, there have been numerous tries at establishing an association of the press corps in The Bahamas. Some attempts never got off the
ground, some were short-lived and others had a longer life. In the end none survived.
That is a shame. In Britain, the Birmingham Press Club established in 1865, has survived for 149 years and
is the oldest organisation of its kind in the world. In the United States the National Press Club in Washington,
D.C. was established in 1908 and has been addressed by every U.S. President since Theodore Roosevelt
and has also played host to many leading world figures.
Ladies and gentlemen, as you are aware, I’m sure, in practically all professions everywhere in the world,
there is a body that oversees and looks out for the best interest of the practioners of the profession.
For example right here in The Bahamas: The legal profession has the Bar Association and the Bar Council,
the doctors have the Bahamas Medical Association, the accountants have their associations and so do the
engineers, the architects, etc.
Today, we are off to another start at establishing a press club, which will only be sustained if everyone here
and those to come, put their best efforts forward. Some may ask why a press club, what’s the reason for it?
These are valid questions.
I will say up front the BPC is not a union in the sense that it will broker deals with employers and negotiate
for employees’ salary increases and benefits. That is not the purpose of the press club.
The purpose of the club, to borrow from the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. will be to promote
social enjoyment among members, cultivate literary taste, and encourage friendly intercourse among news
practioners and everyone with whom they have contact in the pursuit of the profession.
We will endeavour to promote and uphold the highest ideals and standards of journalism,
while providing for the exchange of ideas and experiences and the offering of professional
development opportunities.
In that vein we will lead the charge in pursuing the government to implement the Freedom of
Information Act, to ensure that the media and the general population of The Bahamas have
free access to information.
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HONOree
- Profile -

“I fought for the change of Government. I fought against corruption, fear and victimization. I fought against the drug culture.
I fought against everything I felt diminished or was unfair to
the Bahamian people. . I fought for equality. I fought for social
change and I’m still fighting.”
Eileen Dupuch Carron is a unique woman, mother, artist, pilot and Barrister-at-Law who exemplifies The Tribune’s unalienable founding motto of: “Being Bound To Swear To The Dogmas Of No Master!” Never afraid to
express her strong convictions if she feels the freedoms, well-being and the rights of those who have no voice
are at stake, Mrs. Carron, awarded a C.M.G. by HM Queen Elizabeth for services to the nation, is the most
senior female Barrister at the Bahamas Bar. She currently holds the title of the world’s longest serving Editor/
Publisher of a media company; a tenure exceeding 52 years. This record is only eclipsed by the record of 54
years set by her father, the late crusading journalist, Sir Etienne Dupuch.
At the International Press Institute (IPI) World Congress in Trinidad & Tobago in 2012, delegates representing media company’s from 82 countries around the world recognized Mrs. Carron and her father, Sir Etienne
Dupuch for their extraordinary legacy of remarkable courage, integrity, dedication and lifetime of fighting
social injustices, and defending press freedom. Ms. Dawn Thomas, IPI Board member and CEO of One Caribbean Media, told the hundreds of delegates that Mrs. Carron and Sir Etienne’s “extraordinary and remarkable courage under most difficult conditions, for their lifetime dedication to the freedom of the press set them
as global flag bearers for the principles of integrity, justice and human rights.” In presenting the award to Mrs.
Carron hosted by the Foreign Affairs Ministry of Trinidad and Tobago, Ms. Thomas said that the IPI Board
noted that it was time to honour “the memory of an extraordinary man…a man who was editor for 54 years
of the Nassau Tribune securing him a slot in the Guinness Book of Records as the world’s longest serving editor.”
“Sir Etienne’s life and legacy remain an inspiration for defenders of press freedom and journalists everywhere,” Ms. Thomas said. “In fact, just a couple of weeks after the I.P.I. announced its intention to honour Sir
Etienne came the 55th anniversary of his daughter Eileen Dupuch Carron’s entry into journalism and her 50th
anniversary as editor/publisher making her the longest current serving editor/publisher of a newspaper in the
world. “And so in a very real sense this special citation also goes to her – not just as the daughter of Sir Etienne,
but as the record setting flag bearer of his principles, dedication and integrity,” Ms. Thomas said.
Mrs. Carron, described by many political pundits as the “Iron Lady”, has been described as “one of the most
powerful and influential women in the country” by the US ‘Wikileaks’ Cables; a ‘Living Legend’ by the Zonta
Clubs of New Providence; and by Works Minister, Bradley Roberts in the House of Assembly in 2003, as one
of the “reigning practitioners of terrorist behaviour” using The Tribune as her “weapon of mass destruction.”
He made these remarks in debating a Bill for an Act to Implement the United Nation’s Convention to Prevent
and Combat Terrorism.
4
4

Mrs. Carron is the first Bahamian woman to be graduated from NYU’s Columbia School of Journalism, New
York ( M.S. degree) where she specialized in the foreign correspondent’s course and worked under an AP
editor at the United Nations. She covered such assignments as the long running Algerian and Tunisian wars for
independence from France; and, the bombing of the Tunisian border village of Sakheit Sidi Youssef by French
aircraft. Mrs. Carron joined The Tribune as Editor in 1962, the same year that she became the second woman
to be called to The Bahamas Bar. She was presented by her uncle, the late Hon. Eugene Dupuch, Q.C. , after
whom the law school is named. In 1972 she took over the helm of The Tribune, succeeding her father and becoming the Bahamas’ second woman publisher. Mrs. Carron is the only Bahamian to have her editorials read
into the Record from the floor of the U.S Senate, by Florida Senator, Bob. Graham (D). In 1993 she became
the first CEO of a private radio station with the launch of The People’s Radio Station, 100JAMZ.
In her early twenties, Mrs. Carron became the first Bahamian woman pilot as a member of the Flying Club of
Nassau. Born in Nassau on March 13, 1930, Eileen Dupuch Carron is the eldest of six children of crusading
newspaper publisher, the late Sir Etienne Dupuch and Lady Marie Dupuch. Sir Etienne was instrumental in
ending racial segregation in pubic places in the Bahamas and through his newspaper supported and fought
for women’s right to vote.
Eileen Dupuch-Carron was a student of Queens College and St. Francis Xavier’s Academy, Nassau before
attending boarding school at St. Francis College in Hertfordshire, England. Once an extremely shy person
she credits the experience of sailing along on the Queen Mary as a troop ship to the UK – as a young girlwith helping to cure her shyness. Upon fishing boarding school, Mrs. Carron obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in
Philosophy at St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto, Canada before going on to receive her Masters in
Journalism in New York and then to study Law in London. She honoured the agreement with her father that she
would study law – as he has wished- if he would sent her to journalism school.
A perfectionist and sticker for thorough research, Mrs. Carron also believes that the media should be agents
for social change and development. She likes to “get into the essence of people and find out what makes them
who they are.” She has supported this tenet by her actions, as she has often used her editorials to fight injustice
and the social ills of this country.
When informed of the decision by the IPI to honour her father Sir Etienne, Mrs. Carron was asked to give a
statement on his achievements. His daughter said that her father was such a giant of a man it was difficult to
know where to begin. “His influence,” she said, “touched every aspect of the life of this country as he battled
to improve the lot of his people and establish their right to know and freely express their views.
“He was so passionate about a free press that he was willing and in fact did suffer great financial losses over
the years…However, in the end he was vindicated. “When he passed the torch, he knew that democracy had
been firmly established in this small part of the world and that his newspaper was on solid ground. The fact
that we have a tradition of a free press in The Bahamas today can be attributed to his lifetime of struggles,”
Mrs. Carron added.
“The IPI is very honoured to have been able to pay tribute to its long time members, Sir Etienne Dupuch and his
daughter Eileen Dupuch Carron. Their contributions to journalism to Nassau and the region are monumental,”
said Ms. Allison Bethel McKenzie, Executive Director of the IPI based in Vienna, Austria.
This accomplished journalist who has not taken a vacation in 20 years “ always wanting just to stay at home,
paint and be a wife and mother” Eileen Carron is the widow of the late Roger Peter Carron, a Barrister-at-Law
from Eastborne, Sussex, England who worked by the side of his wife for more than 30 years as Managing
Editor of The Tribune. Mrs. Carron has one son, Robert; a daughter-in-law Elizabeth and is delighted to be
expecting her first grandson, Aidan Roger Dupuch-Carron in a couple of days.
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HONOree
- Profile -

Wendall K. Jones is a leader in Media in The Bahamas. He is
clearly the most successful Journalist of his generation in the country. For the past two decades he has pioneered the creation of
enterprises which have changed the face of Journalism and Communications throughout the society.
His work has been recognized by the State. He was given the Silver Jubilee Award – the Nation’s highest
award – in recognition of his Outstanding Contribution to National Development in Broadcasting. Mr. Jones was
named a Paul Harris Fellow by The Rotary Foundation International and was recognized by Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority for his achievements in the area of Media. He was named the McHari Institute Publisher of the Year
in 2002; the Acklins Business Professional of the Year and the Bahamas Chamber of Commerce Businessperson
of the Year for 2003. Mr. Jones has also been awarded two Honorary Degrees; one a Doctorate in Humane
Letters from Virginia University in Lynchburg, Virginia, and the other a Doctorate in Literature from Virginia
Seminary of Christian Education. In 2004 Mr. Jones received a Special Award from The Central Bank of The
Bahamas in recognition of valuable contributions to the Bahamian community. In 2005, he received the Leadership and Communication award from Toastmasters Clubs in The Bahamas in recognition of his stellar standard
of excellence set in the dissemination of information in The Bahamas.
Mr. Jones began his career as a Journalist with The Broadcasting Corporation of The Bahamas in 1972. His
training took him to the University of the West Indies, Cave Hill, Barbados WTVJ Channel 4 Miami, Florida;
and The Voice of America, Washington, D.C. Mr. Jones has spoken in a number of Seminars on Media in the
Caribbean and the Americas, including seminars on Globalization and The Media Looking To The 21st Century,
sponsored by the World Media Association in Washington, D.C. and on Communication, Globalization and
Democracy, held at Ciespal in Quito, Ecuador.
Mr. Jones is the Proprietor and Chief Executive Officer of Jones Communications International Limited, comprised of Radio Love 97 FM; The Bahama Journal, a daily newspaper; Jones Publications, publishers of several
Bahamian books and JCN Television.
This trailblazing Journalist is the Publisher of The Bahamas’ best selling book, “The One Hundred Most Outstanding Bahamians of The 20th Century” as well as its compendium, “Bahamian Legends” Volumes I and II. He also
produced books on “The Parliament” and “Independence And Beyond” for the Government of The Bahamas.
Mr. Jones and his organization are on a mission to become the preeminent leader in Broadcast Communications
in the Caribbean, producing and disseminating programmes which are uplifting and intellectually stimulating.
In his work in broadcasting, he hosts two of the nation’s most popular current affairs radio and television programmes, “Jones and Company” and “Issues of The Day”. He has conducted exclusive interviews with many
world leaders including Baroness Margaret Thatcher, former Prime Minister of Great Britain; former U.S. Secretary of State, General Colin Powell and former Commonwealth Secretary-General, Chief Emeka Anyaoku.
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HONOree
- Profile -

Anthony R. Ferguson is President and Founder of leading
asset management firm Colina Financial Advisors Ltd. (CFAL);
Executive Vice Chairman of Ansbacher (Bahamas) Limited,
one of the oldest and most respected private banks and trust companies in The Bahamas; and a former
Publisher/President of The Nassau Guardian (1844) Limited, The Bahamas’ oldest newspaper.
With more than 25 years of experience in the investment industry, Mr. Ferguson is a Registered Investment
Advisor and Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) charter holder.
In 2002, he was a member of a consortium of professionals who purchased majority ownership in The
Nassau Guardian, a move that made the newspaper a Bahamian-owned entity for the first time in 30 years.
In 2007, Mr. Ferguson, then a director of the company, became its Publisher/President.
Under Mr. Ferguson’s watch, The Nassau Guardian became a multi-media operation, branching into radio
through STAR 106.5FM, and developing a partnership with cable television provider Cable Bahamas for
the production of a nightly television newscast, NewsBreak 12. Guardian Radio 96.9 FM was launched in
2012, becoming the first all-talk radio station in the country. These products, along with The Freeport News
and Print Masters, make The Guardian group the most dynamic media organization in The Bahamas.
Mr. Ferguson is a Director of Colina Holdings Bahamas Limited; Colina General Insurance Agents & Brokers
Limited; and AF Holdings Ltd. He formerly served on the boards of The Airport Authority of The Bahamas;
The Nassau Airport Development Company; and The National Insurance Board of The Bahamas. He is a
former Deputy Chairman of the Bahamas Financial Services Board.
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HONOree
- Profile -

Silbert Mills was born in Dundas Town, Abaco to the late Bertram
and Viola Mills.
Pastor Mills met his bride, Dolly, in 1978. They were married in 1980 and their union produced two children,
Teneil and Dario and 2 grandsons, Dario Jr. and Zander Major.
He received his early Christian education at Friendship Tabernacle Church. In 1995 he assumed the position
of Praise and Worship Leader at Friendship Tabernacle Church.
On September 1st, 2004, he was appointed Interim Pastor. Three months later, he was elected as Pastor
of Friendship Tabernacle Church. He was honored with a Doctorate of Divinity Degree in December 2009.
In August 2010, his appointment as Justice of the Peace was approved by Cabinet. He was sworn in on
December 16th, 2010. On October 18th, 2010 he was awarded the National Visionary Award for
Business Development. He was appointed as a marriage officer in November 2010. On September 16th,
2013 he was awarded a National Men’s Award in Media, Christian Ministry and National Development.
He received the Bahamas National Gospel Excellence Award for National Service on May 25th, 2015.
Pastor Mills is C.E.O. and owner of The Bahamas Christian Network television station.
Pastor Mills gives all glory and honor to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ for every aspect of his life. He has
a passion for helping the needy and winning souls for Christ.
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HONOree
- Profile -

Henry Eugene Saunders was born in New Providence on
November 16th, 1935 to proud parents Thomas and Miriam
Saunders. He received his early education at Quarry Mission
School, Western Junior School going on to Southern Senior School andSt. Augustine’s College.
As a mere boy of 16 he started a job as a bar boy at Hog Island (Paradise Island). This was a stepping
stone to becoming a full-fledged bartender and private Butler for more than 14 years.
In 1955 he decided to go into the trucking business purchasing his first truck which he drove himself.
Eventually he acquired other trucks and became employer to many young men at the time. Later he went
into customs brokerage and had to hire other staff. Henry then expanded into heavy equipment and
development and has been instrumental in many projects contributing to the direct building of The Bahamas.
In 1963 he introduced a school bus service through his company, Swan Jitney.
In 1965 he moved his trucking and development company to Carmichael road, thus pioneering commercial
businesses in that area. At that time he predicted a business boom at that location which quickly became
evident as company after company eventually moved in and continue to do so even now.
In 1993, at the encouragement of his son, Galen, along with Bradley Gibson, Henry applied for and was
granted a radio station license that eventually evolved into MORE 94 FM, of which he became President
and CEO, a role that he continues to hold. Just before the turn of the century, Henry decided to label
the Carmichael Road area as “City 2000”, a term which though loosely used, is actually a registered
trademark.
Henry is an ardent worshipper at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral and is quite active in his parish. His faith is
deeply rooted in his God and Savior Jesus Christ and he tries to live accordingly. He is an absolute worka-holic, however, he does take time to relax and enjoy life with his loving family.
Henry is the recipient of various awards for business leadership, community services and in 2003 received
the Cross Pro-Ecclesia et Pontifice from Pope John Paul II for service to the Church.
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HONOree
- Profile -

From a press operator in the Commercial Printing Department
of the Nassau Guardian, the late Kenneth N. Francis worked his
way up through the ranks to become the newspaper’s publisher
and general manager.
Over the course of his illustrious career, he was the person responsible for bringing the newspaper solidly
into the age of computers and offset printing. When the owners of the Guardian acquired the Freeport
News in the late 1960s, he was the person designated to set up newspaper operations in Grand Bahama.
The first son of the late Hiram and Esther Francis, born on Fort Fincastle in 1930, Kenneth, in his youth, was
a budding musician and an avid sportsman. He played the Clarinet in the Catholic Marching Band and
represented The Bahamas on the National Cricket Team throughout the West Indies.
Affectionately known as “Six”, he was instrumental, along with a number of his friends in breaking the
colour barrier for golfers in The Bahamas. History will show that after their intervention, the Sonesta Beach
Golf Course, the Paradise Island Golf Course, and others, all became accessible to the average Bahamian.
It was also during his tenure as president of the Bahamas Golf Federation that the youth programme got
its greatest support and the first Junior Golf Tournament was held.
Kenneth married Stephanie Marshall in 1953 and they had five children: Joyanne, Patricia, Stephen, Debra
and Kenrah.
Recognised by Queen Elizabeth II with the honour of Commander of the British Empire (CBE), Ken Francis, a
devout Anglican and lifelong member of St. Matthew’s Parish, died in 2013 at the age of 82.
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- Profile -

The Broadcasting Corporation of The Bahamas (BCB)
originated as a state-owned radio service in 1937, some
15 years after radio broadcasting began in North America
and Britain. One of the main motivations for the service
was to provide hurricane warnings to the far-flung out
islands of the Bahamas. The colonial government launched
ZNS (the call letters stand for Zephyr Nassau Sunshine)
as part of the Telegraph Department, just in time for the
coronation of Britain’s King George V, on May 12, 1937.
By the end of May, ZNS was broadcasting two hours a
day using a 500-watt transmitter. Programming consisted
of BBC news, local news culled from Nassau newspapers,
and musical recordings from the BBC.
From 1937 to 1950 ZNS was entirely funded by the government as a non-commercial service. But since then,
the BCB has been partly funded by advertising revenues, in addition to a government subsidy allocated
annually. Responsibility for broadcasting was transferred to a new government commission in 1955. The
BCB replaced the Broadcasting Commission in 1972, and television service was introduced five years later.
The Bahamian broadcasting industry changed very
little over the 16 years from 1977, when television
was introduced, to 1993, when the BCB’s broadcasting
monopoly was broken. Private radio stations came on
stream that year, and Canadian investors were licensed to
develop cable television in 1994.
Over the years, the BCB has played a significant role in
unifying the Bahamian archipelago and keeping a widely
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dispersed population informed about national developments. ZNS remains the only radio station today
with broadcast coverage of the entire country.
The BCB was established by Parliament to operate radio and television services throughout the Bahamas. It
is governed by a five-member board of directors appointed by the governor-general on the advice of the
prime minister. Curarently, the board reports to a cabinet minister responsible for broadcasting.
Radio Bahamas (ZNS-1) has operated from premises on Third Terrace, Centreville in Nassau since 1959. In
1962 a second radio station (ZNS-2) was added at the same location, and in 1973 a third station (ZNS-3)
was introduced on Grand Bahama.
A 27,918-square-foot television station was added at the Centreville site in 1977 at a cost of $6 million.
ZNS launched an FM radio station (104.5FM) for New Providence in 1988. Currently, ZNS-1 uses a 50KW
AM transmitter to distribute its programming to islands of the northwest, central and southeast Bahamas on
frequency 1540AM. ZNS-1 also transmits on frequency 104.5FM to the New Providence audience, using
a 5KW transmitter. ZNS-2, “The Inspiration Station”, broadcasts via a 10KW transmitter on frequency
107.9FM. ZNS-3 uses a 10KW AM transmitter to broadcast to islands in the Northern Bahamas on frequency
810AM. It also transmits simultaneously on frequency 104.5FM, using a 10KW transmitter.
ZNS TV-13 transmits its programming free-to-air in New Providence, using a 5KW transmitter, and via
Cable Bahamas to 16 islands throughout the country. Since 1994 ZNS has operated the Parliamentary
Channel on cable channel 40, covering proceedings in the House of Assembly and Senate on behalf of the
government of the Bahamas. In 2009, the government reformed the entire communications sector, enacting
comprehensive new legislation establishing a converged regulator (the Utilities Regulatory & Competition
Authority). In October 2010 ZNS underwent a major restructuring exercise to prepare for its anticipated
new role as the official public service broadcaster. The BCB now employs 146 people to operate its radio
and television services - 36 in Freeport and 110 in Nassau.
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7:00 p.m. – Cocktail Reception / 8:00 p.m. – Dinner
VIDEO INTRODUCTION OF EVENT AND INTRODUCTION OF MASTER OF CEREMONY
Anthony Newbold, President, Bahamas Press Club 2014
MASTER OF CEREMONY................................................................................................................................ Ed Fields
NATIONAL ANTHEM . ............................................................................. Led by: Master of Ceremony (All stand)
INVOCATION ..................................................................................................Rev Dr. William Thompson, Chairman
(Broadcasting Corporation of The Bahamas)
WELCOME & REMARKS...................................................................................................................Anthony Newbold
DINNER IS SERVED
KEYNOTE SPEAKER ............................................................................................................................ Rowena Bethel
(Director and CEO of the National Insurance Board)
AWARDS CEREMONY
Special Award
Former Presidents Appreciation Award
PIONEERS AWARD
ZNS Radio & Television Network • Silbert Mills, Radio Abaco • Henry Saunders, More 94 FM • Anthony
Ferguson, Guardian Radio • Wendall Jones, Jones Communications • Kenneth “Six” Francis, The Nassau
Guardian (Posthumously) • Eileen Carron, Lifetime Achievement (The Tribune)
VOTE OF THANKS . ......................................................................................................Lindsay Thompson
(Secretary, Bahamas Press Club 2014)
AFTER DINNER DANCING............................................................................. DJ Gary “Super” Johnson
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profile
OF THE GUEST SPEAKER
Rowena Bethel is Director and CEO of The National Insurance Board, having been appointed to the post
in July 2013.
Prior to this, and after leaving the Government service in August 2011, she worked as an independent
global regulatory consultant in the areas of public governance, financial services, international tax policy
and ICT law and policy in Europe, Africa and within the CARICOM region.
She has worked within The Bahamas Government service, including the current post as NIB Director, for a
combined period of 31 years. During this time she has served as a regulatory consultant in the Office of the
Prime Minister; senior Legal Advisor to the Ministry of Finance; Executive Commissioner of the Compliance
Commission and Legal Advisor and Corporate Secretary to the National Insurance Board. She also served
as a technical adviser and negotiator for the Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery (CRNM) in the
areas of Data Protection, Tax and Financial matters in relation to the EPA negotiations with the EU.
Rowena also played an active role in the updating of the legislative and regulatory framework for financial
services in The Bahamas between 2000 and 2011.
She counts amongst her most notable accomplishments during her service with Government:
(1) The development and architecture for the enabling e-commerce legislation in the early 2000s, i.e.
The Electronic Communications and Transactions Act, The Computer Misuse Act and the Data Protection
(Privacy of Personal Information) Act. To complement the laws she also authored the Government’s first
policy statement on the Digital Agenda for the country back in 2003; and was instrumental in
moving the laws of The Bahamas online.
(2) The production of a series of Anti-money Laundering Handbook and Codes of Practice
implemented to facilitate the non-traditional financial institutions with their anti-money
laundering compliance obligations.
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(3) Leading the tax treaty negotiations for some 30 Tax Information Exchange Agreements signed by The
Bahamas in her capacity as Legal Advisor to the Ministry of Finance.
Rowena holds an LL.B from Leicester University, UK; an LLM in IT and Telecommunications Law and Policy
from the University of Strathclyde, UK and a Diploma in Offshore eCommerce Law from IBLS, USA.. She
was called to the English Bar in 1982 as a member of the Middle Temple Inn of Court and to The Bahamas
Bar in 1983.
Her professional experience covers social security administration, the legislative and regulatory frameworks
for both the financial and communications sectors; cross-border tax cooperation, including leading tax treaty
negotiations; eGovernment and the legal and regulatory frameworks for the national digital agenda.
Rowena’s international experience includes Vice Chair - UN Committee of Experts in Public Administration (CEPA) (2010 to present). This body advises
the UN’s Economic and Social Council on public administration reform and other areas of relevance to the
UN’s mandates for the millennium development goals and the sustainable development goals.
Member- UN Strategy Council for the Global Alliance for ICT and Development (2008 to present);
Vice-Chair- International Social Security Association’s Technical Commission on Employment Policies (2013
to present);
Member- OECD Global Forum on Taxation as The Bahamas’ representative (2002-2011);
Member- OECD GF Peer Review Group as The Bahamas’ representative (2009-2011);
Member- UN Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters(2005-2009);
Technical adviser and negotiator for the CRNM in the EPA negotiations with the EU in the areas of Data
Protection, Tax and Financial matters.
She was a contributing author to the International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation (IBFD) series on the 2009
updates to the UN Model Double Tax Convention between Developed and Developing Countries with the
publication of a paper on updates to Articles 26 and 27 of the Model.
As a member of CEPA, Rowena participates in the work for the UN’s biennial eGovernment Survey
and annual Public Service Awards forum. She has also contributed to official UN papers dealing with
modernizing public administration as well as papers dealing with global financial regulation; eGovernment
and international tax cooperation.
She currently sits as the Deputy Chair of the Government’s Cell Liberalization Task Force and as a member
of the Government’s Task Force on National Health Insurance.
Rowena was the first female Rotarian admitted to membership in the New Providence clubs in the mid1990s, when she was inducted into Rotary Club of Southeast Nassau. She has also served on the board of
several local and international corporations and NGOs.
Her hobbies include: swimming, travelling, monitoring technology innovations and studying people and
cultures, advocating for quality of life improvements.
Rowena is the proud mother of two sons: Jason and Ryan.
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ANTHONY NEWBOLD

ANTHONY CAPRON

President

Vice President

LINDSAY THOMPSON

VINCENT VAUGHAN

Secretary

Treasurer

17
17

18

19
19

20
20

21
21

22
22

23
23

24
24
24

25

26

27

Sir Arthur Foulkes
Jermaine Wright | Director of Operation, Hilton Hotels
Deryn Prabhu | Catering Sales Manager, Hilton Hotels
Mrs. Rowena Bethel...Director, National Insurance Board
Bahamas Telecommunications Company (BTC)
John Bull Limited
Bahamas Christian Network
Bahamas Telephone Company (BTC)
Caribbean Bottling Company
Dan Brad Limited (McDonald’s)
Brent Symonette
Burns House Ltd.
Nassau Plastics
The McKinney Media Group
Mychal Thompson Foundation
Kermit Taylor
The Guardian Group
Burton Wallace, Movi Productions
And all those responsible for staging and making the event a success,
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